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Indonesian Research Projects Take the Main 

Circle by Storm 

 

 
Step inside the 

Main Circle rooms and 
what will you see? You 
may find a pair of 
students working on a 
homemade, hand-drawn 
batik that features 
animals and symbols 
that 
are 

native 
to 
Indonesia.  Others will 
be able to tell you up-

to-date information 
about the current 
Rupiah/Dollar 
exchange rate. Mosey a 
little further in and 
notice a trio of 
students creating an 
active volcano 
modeled after the 
looming volcanoes 
that make up 
Indonesia’s Ring of 
Fire.  Perhaps you will 
observe students 
working on building 

mosque
s, or 
Hindu 

and Buddhist temples 
created in the 
Indonesian style while 
others draw their own 
map of the Indonesian 
archipelago.  Look 
even further and you 

Alexxys, Thomas, 
and Roland 

Atticus, Torin, and Noah 
drawing a map of the 



Did you Know… 
 
… in Bali, it is 
considered rude to 
point with your index 
finger? If you must use 
your fingers to 
indicate something, 
always point with your 
thumb. 
 
… in Bali, people only 
give or accept things 
with their right hand? 
The left hand is seen as 
unclean since it is used 
only in the bathroom. 
 

when walking past 

Laura 
explains the 
difference 
between 
how men and 

will see students 
constructing models 
of Indonesian stilt 
houses, or Torajanese 
houses with boat-
shaped roofs.  As you 
tour the room, some 
students will be 
poring over books, 
encyclopedias, or 
internet web pages as 
they seek information 
about the projects 
they are working on.  
And if you stay long 
enough, you will get 
to see all the groups 
sharing their new-
found knowledge with 
each other as we all 
become experts on 
some area of 
Indonesian culture.   
 Our fascinating 
study of Indonesia has 
helped inspire the Main 
Circle-ers to embark 
on their own mini-
research projects.  The 
research has emerged 
naturally out of their 
desire to know more 
about the projects 
they are working on.  
In both groups, we 
have discussed how 
research can be fun 
when you are really 
excited by your topic.  
The kids’ own 

fascination plus the 
fact that they are 
getting to work with 
their hands to build 
models of what 
they’ve researched has 
made this a really 
exciting time in the 
Main Circle.  Stop on by 
to see some of our 
newest, homemade 
artifacts, or ask your 
child what he/she is 
currently working on! 
 

Cultural Lessons 
with Laura Cohn, 

Artist-in-Residence 
 This week, Laura 
shared with the Main 

Circle 



Lior, Torin, 
Kate, and 
Willie 

traditional Balinese 
customs, manners, 
food and language. 
After starting the 
morning out with some 
tasty coconut, a 
common Indonesian 
snack, the kids 
engaged in some simple 
Bahasa Indonesian 
language lessons.  You 
may find your child 
walking around 
saying, Selamat Pagi 
(Good Morning), Jam 
Berapa (What time is it?) 
or Nama Saya (my name 
is).  Ask your child 
his/her Balinese name; 
there are only four 
possibilities! In Bali, 
children are named 
according to their 
birth order: Wayan for 
the first born, Made 
for the second, 
Nyoman for the third, 
and Ketut for the 
fourth. What would 
your name be?   
 Upon mastering 
the Indonesian 
language, the kids 
received lessons in 
sarong and sash tying 
and the carrying of 
offerings.  The 
children, dressed in 
beautiful Indonesian 
textiles, practiced the 

traditional Balinese 
custom of walking 
with colorful fruit 
offerings on their 
heads.  Though the 
fruit ended up bruised 
and slightly worse for 
the wear, it was a fun 
exercise.   
 Next week, Laura 
will return to do some 
hands-on activities 
dealing with 
population density 
across the 
archipelago. 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
  
Our first LEARNING 
EXHIBITION of the 
school year will take 
place on Thursday, 
December 14 at 5:30-7:00 
in Grace.  Come and see 
displays of student 
work from preschool 
through the Oldest 
Group.  The exhibit will 



display work across 
disciplines and subject 
matters and will 
highlight classroom, 
specials and student 
projects that were 
completed during Cycle 
1. At 6:15 there will be a 
mini-concert. 
 
 
There will be a program 
of classical music and 
dance from Bali, 
Indonesia on Sunday, 
December 3rd, 2006, 3 PM in 
Lang Concert Hall at 
Swarthmore College. The 
show is co-directed by Ni 
Luh Kadek Kusuma Dewi, I 
Nyoman Suadin, and 
Thomas Whitman.  The 
Gamelan consists of 7 
dancers accompanied by 
22 musicians playing 
gongs, bronze-keyed 
xylophones, drums, 
cymbals, and bamboo 
flutes. The program will 
include a traditional 
greeting dance used in 
Balinese Hindu temple 
ceremonies; music from 
the Balinese Shadow 
play; two modern 
instrumental 
compositions in 
contrasting styles; and 
a 
lecture/demonstration 
about Balinese music and 
dance. Admission: free. 
Families with children 
are welcome! 

 
 
The Main Circle will be 
participating in our own 
shadow puppetry and 
gamelan workshop with 
Thomas Whitman, I 
Nyoman Suadin, Latifah 
Alsegaf and musicians 
from Washington, DC on 
Friday, December 15, 2006.  
The musicians will first 
do a workshop with the 
Main Circle and then 
will perform in an 
assembly that will be 
open to the whole 
school and any parents 
who would like to come! 
It should be a wonderful 
afternoon of Indonesian 
art and culture. The time 
of the assembly is TBA 
but will begin sometime 
towards the end of the 
day. 
 
Have a wonderful 
weekend! 
 
In partnership, 
Ali and Gloria 


