
Help Keep 

Philadelphiaõs
Free Libraries 
Open



The Problem

The city of Philadelphia is 

planning to close 11 of its 

54 neighborhood libraries.



Why it is happening

The city of Philadelphia does not 

have enough money to pay for all 

of the services it currently provides.

Charles L. Durham Branch Eastwick Branch



Philadelphiaõs City Council and 

Mayor Nutter decided that funding 

fire companies, police, schools and 

other services was more important 

than keeping the neighborhood 

libraries open.

Fishtown Branch Fumo Family Branch



The City Council and the Mayor had 

to make hard choices about what 

was most important to fund. 

No matter what they chose to cut 

funding to, it would have a negative 

effect in some way. 

Haddington Branch Holmesburg Branch



For example:

ÅLess money for schools might mean 

fewer people getting good jobs and 

being able to pay taxes.

ÅLess money for police might mean 

more crime.

Kingsessing Branch Logan Branch



The Consequences

These libraries provide important 
services to young children, teenagers, 
adults, senior citizens and families 
within safe walking distance of their 
homes. They will be losing those 
services.

Ogontz Branch Queen Memorial Branch Wadsworth Branch



Among other services, families in 

these neighborhoods will be losing:

ÅAfter school and 

summer 

programs for 

young children 

and teens

ÅReader development programs

ÅAdult education classes

ÅCareer workshops and guidance 

ÅHomebound services



Three out of four public 
elementary schools in 
Philadelphia currently 
donõt have full-time 
librarians. 

That makes these 

neighborhood 

libraries even 

more important 

for elementary 

school children.



Why we want to help

Living near the city of Philadelphia 

gives us the benefits of:

ÅMuseums, theaters, and concerts

ÅProfessional sports

ÅColleges and Universities



The city of Philadelphia also gives us 

access to:

ÅJob opportunities

ÅHospitals 

ÅAn international airport

We think helping to keep 
Philadelphiaôs free libraries 
open is a way for people in the 
suburbs to give back to the city.



What we can do
We would like to raise money to 
support the non -profit organization,

This group has been working since 

1973 to support Philadelphiaôs free 

libraries.



This group helped arrange 

public meetings and rallies 

and supported legal action 

to keep the 11 libraries that 

were scheduled to be 

closed on January 1 st of this 

year open until June 30 th.


